MINUTES
Undergraduate Policy Committee Meeting
March 11, 2026

Members Present: Dan Mears, Justin Shows, Jonathan Jackson, Enrique Alvarez, Jennifer Atkins, Carol Edwards, Henry Fuelberg, Michael Hanawalt, Greg Harris, Lydia Hanks, Britain Riley, Besiki Stvilia, Xinlin Tang, Lisa Tripp, Yanyun Yang, Amy Guerette, Nikki Raimondi

I.	Approval of Agenda
            The meeting was called to order, and the agenda was approved.

II.	Approval of Minutes from February 25, 2026
            The minutes from February 25 were approved.

III.	New Business:

1. Proposed Request to offer a new BS Mechanical Engineering to MS in Aerospace Engineering Pathway (non-thesis option)
Dr. Chiang Shih discussed highlights from the proposal. He explained this program allows undergraduate students earning a BS in mechanical engineering to pursue a MS in aerospace engineering. Aerospace is a specialized subset of mechanical engineering. Undergraduate students will complete 128 hours to earn their BS degree. Undergraduate students can take up to 12 graduate credit hours during their senior year. Successful completion of the fourth year of the five-year BS/ME-MS/AE curriculum will give the student enough credit hours and breadth of subject matter to satisfy university requirements for the ME MS degree. Enrollment projection for the pathway is 12 to 15 students every year. The UPC membership voted, and the degree proposal was APPROVED.

2. UPC Voting Procedures
As Chair, Dan consulted with Jonathan Stewart, the Faculty Senate Parliamentarian, regarding guiding rules. Faculty Senate operates under Sturgis Standard Code of Parliamentary Procedure. UPC follows Faculty Senate rules: meetings are open and voting is not anonymous. There are protocols where a vote can be a secret ballot. Per proposal any UPC member may move to conduct the vote by secret ballot. Members with a conflict of interest may recuse themselves; representation from a College or department does not constitute a conflict of interest. Any UPC member may abstain from voting.

3. Update from Undergraduate Studies
Nikki Raimondi shared a reminder that course registration is currently open until mid-May for current students. Incoming freshmen attending Orientation will register for their courses beginning in May. Then current students can register again starting in July. On March 5, Undergraduate Studies hosted a reception to celebrate faculty who mentor and assist students who earn honors in the major. Recently, the Division of Undergraduate Studies has become the academic dean for high school dual enrollment.

2025-2026 UPC meeting dates: All meetings will begin at 3:35 pm in 201 Westcott. Remaining meeting dates: March 25, April 8, and April 22.
